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Volunteer group publish beautiful new book about Ottawa’s Ornamental Gardens 
 
The Friends of the Central Experimental Farm is pleased to announce the 
publication of a beautiful and informative book celebrating the Ornamental 
Gardens at Ottawa’s Farm. With many historic and contemporary photographs, 
Blooms: An Illustrated History of the Ornamental Gardens at Ottawa’s 
Central Experimental Farm gives an intimate view of the floral collections and 
how they evolved at one of our country’s most precious national historic 
landscapes.  
 
“Ornamental beauty has always played a vital role at the Farm,” says author 
Richard Hinchcliff. “The gardens have been a magnet for generations of visitors, 
presenting home-grown and hardy roses, lilacs, and other flowers from world-
renowned researchers working at the Farm.” Hinchcliff, who has been 
photographing the Farm and researching its history for many years, was co-
author of the best-selling book entitled For the Love of Trees: A Guide to the 
Trees of Ottawa’s Central Experimental Farm Arboretum, also published by 
the Friends of the Farm.  
 
Book published by volunteer group 
 
 “We published this book because we hold the Ornamental Gardens very close to 
our hearts,” says Judy Dodds, President of the Friends of the Central 
Experimental Farm. “We wanted people to understand how significant the 
collections are to the history of Canadian ornamental horticulture and their 
unique heritage value to Canadians.”  
 
Generous donors contributed a total of $35,000 to pay for the printing of Blooms, 
to help to make the vision a reality. They are the Community Fund for Canada’s 
150th (a collaboration between the Community Foundation of Ottawa, the 
Government of Canada, and extraordinary leaders from coast to coast to coast), 
Doherty and Associates, Mr. E. Neville Ward, the Harold Crabtree Foundation, 
and the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club.  
  
“We are enormously proud of this project as our contribution to Canada’s 150th,” 
says Judy Dodds. “And the profits from book sales will go a long way to support 
our mission of helping to enhance and protect the Central Experimental Farm.”  
 
The book, priced at $35, is available online at www.friendsofthefarm.ca, in 
person at the Friends of the Farm Office in Building 72, Central Experimental 
Farm, and in local bookstores. 
 
     --end-- 
 
For more information contact Richard Hinchcliff at blooms@friendsofthefarm.ca 

or visit www.friendsofthefarm.ca 
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