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top Guests arrive by horse and buggy for a 
garden party on the main lawn in the late 1800s.
middle Hand-coloured photo of W. T. Macoun 
and daughters in the new Ornamental Gardens 
in the early 1900s.
bottom The restored peony collection today.

Blooms is a colourful celebration of one of Ottawa’s landmarks, the Ornamental Gardens of 
the Central Experimental Farm. This beautiful book 
explores the gardens’ fascinating history and unique 
collections of heritage plants.Author Richard Hinchcliff traces how people and 

events from 1886 to the present day have influenced 
the way the gardens have grown, and looks at the 
roses, peonies, lilacs, irises, crabapples, and other 
plants featured there.

Unique plants and dazzling displays have attracted and educated generations of visitors to the 
Ornamental Gardens. With more than 400 historic 
and new photographs, Blooms is a testament to the 
enduring beauty and significance of this special place in the heart of the nation’s capital.

Friends of the Central Experimental Farm is a volunteer 
organization helping to care for the Ornamental Gardens, 
Arboretum, and other public areas of the Central 
Experimental Farm in Ottawa, Canada. Its goals are to 
preserve, protect, maintain, and enhance these areas, 
working with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, for the 
educational benefit and enjoyment of Canadians, and to 
promote the Farm’s historical significance.
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