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President’s Message

Experimental Farm, I am proud and

appreciative of being elected President
of the Friends of the Central Experimental
Farm. So many research success stories,
so many contributions to the wealth of
Canada’s agriculture sector and to the
economy as a whole have originated at
the Farm. And so many expert, dedicated
people have contributed to the goals and
achievements of Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada (AAFC).

In this 125th year of the Central

When I look at the relatively short,
23-year history of the Friends of the
Central Experimental Farm (FCEF), [ am
also impressed by our achievements. With
Peter Elliott at the helm, our volunteer
organization quickly established itself as a
strong, determined advocate and defender
of the Farm. With the Friends’ strong
support, the Farm was designated as a
“national historic site.” The Friends have
worked with AAFC on major projects at
the Merivale Shelterbelt, and in the

* Luxury bus takes us to La Sucrerie de
la Montagne, Rigaud, Quebec, about
45 minutes from Montreal. The Sucrerie
(www.sucreriedelamontagne.com) is
on top of Mont Rigaud amidst 120 acres
of spectacular woods and forest trails.
With our bilingual guide, we explore
the heritage of the French Canadian
pioneers and savour authentic
Quebecois specialties. A horse-drawn

Chuck Craddock

Ornamental Gardens and Arboretum,
notably the restoration of the heritage
rose garden, creation of the Explorer rose
garden and of the Preston heritage lilac
collection, re-creation of iris and daylily
beds, restoration of the peony collection,
and creation of the Hosta Garden and the
donor tree program.

Just as thousands of employees in
the Department have worked hard over
the years to reach various targets, so
too have hundreds of Friends worked
enthusiastically on our volunteer teams,
making a difference and having fun in
the process.

In my six years as a volunteer with
the Friends, I have had the pleasure of
working with and getting to know the
skilled, knowledgeable and dedicated
AAFC staff at the Ornamental Gardens,
Arboretum and Shelterbelt as well as
many of our talented, dedicated
volunteers, and vitally important members
and supporters. I look forward to further
opportunities to work with our AAFC
colleagues and to meet more of our
fellow Friends of the Farm. With your
help, I hope to make further progress
on our various projects and find new,
meaningful challenges that will help
accomplish our mission.

B Grounds Maintenance
B Staff, Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada,
October, 2010.

(Seated, left to right) Crispin Wood,
Lead Hand, Arboretum, Jean-Pascal
Gratton, Supervisor, Arboretum and
Ornamental Gardens, Pierre Huppé,
| Chief, Grounds Maintenance,
Sharon Saunders, Lead Hand,
Ornamental Gardens. (Rear, left

to right, Groundskeepers) Carlo
Sangiorgi, Same Nay, Glen White,
Robert Glendinning, Jim Currie,
Don Hodgins, Jeremy Dizazzo,
Shawn O’Neill.

Visit a Heritage Sugar Shack

Tuesday, March 8

sleigh will take us from the parking lot
to the Sucrerie, we visit the “boiling
barn” and the bakery on our way in!

e Package includes free parking at the
Agriculture Museum parking lot of
the Central Experimental Farm,
transportation to and from the Sucrerie,
and the cost of your heritage meal.

e Depart Ottawa by 9:30 am, return same
day by 6 pm.

e Cost:
* Before January 15 - FCEF members
$110.00; others $122.00
» After January 15 - FCEF members
$120.00; others $132.00.
» For information, call 613-230-3276 or
e-mail us at info@friendsofthefarm.ca.
* To register, call us and complete the
Registration Form at
www.friendsofthefarm.ca.
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125 Years of Research, Education,

and Beauty

n June 2, 1886, the Government of
O Canada passed the Experimental
Farm Station Act, giving it
authority to create experimental farms for

the benefit of Canadian farmers. The
Central Experimental Farm and four other
farms across the country were up and
running by the following year. By 1890,
houses, barns, stables and a laboratory had
been erected at the CEF, belts of trees
almost surrounded the Farm, native and
imported trees and shrubs graced the
landscape, and an observer wrote: “It is
not too much to say that the wand of the
magician has passed over the farm since
its purchase.”

There has been magic and much to
applaud over 125 years.

A legacy of research

In his book, One Hundred Haruvests,
Tom Anstey documented the breadth and
depth of research across Canada by the
Research Branch from 1886 to 1896.
Work done at the CEF was, and continues
to be, a prominent part of the story.

Don Leger describes the importance
of research at the Farm in his article on

Page 5. Recent issues of this newsletter
have highlighted the significance of two
projects: the creation of gluten-free oats
and the protection of Canada’s
biodiversity through DNA barcoding.

A legacy of practical
demonstration and
education

By 1899, the CEF was receiving
1,000 letters a week, and Director William
Saunders wondered how he and his staff
were going to keep up. The experimental
farms had quickly become, in effect, the
first educational extension service for
farmers across the country. Farmers
were also encouraged to visit each farm.
A museum, forerunner to the current
Canada Agriculture Museum, was created
in the early days at the CEF.

The Ornamental Gardens and
Arboretum, no longer CEF research areas,
continue to provide valuable information
and inspiration for private and public
gardeners, arborists, and horticulturists,
not only because of past vision and
experiments, but also because of the
ongoing creativity and energy of
Agriculture and Agri-Food staff (with help

from the
Friends of the
Farm) who
maintain and
enhance the
value of the
collections of
trees, shrubs,
and flowers.

A legacy
of beauty

- William Saunders

William Saunders created a glorious
landscape at the CEF. In his day, he
provided an object lesson in the value of
beautiful surroundings. Over the 100 years
since he retired in 1911, his successors
have preserved the Farm as a unique
setting for ongoing research.

It remains a wonderful green space.
“Setting aside for the moment its historic
value and the scientific breakthroughs
achieved there over the years, for
Ottawans and tourists alike it is an oasis of
serenity in an urban desert.” (Helen Smith,
Ottawa’s Farm, 1996.)

Richard Hinchcliff

Master Gardeners Lecture Series

Sign up for individual lectures or the entire series. Lectures are
held from 7 to 9 pm, Building 72, Arboretum, Central
Experimental Farm. Individual lectures: $12 FCEF members,
$15 others; series:$40 FCEF members, $50 others.

April 5 - Designing a Garden by Gaston Tessier
Considering a new garden or redesigning an existing one? Gaston
will discuss the steps that should be considered before planting,
as well as what and where to plant. He will relate his own
personal experiences of having moved to different areas and

growing conditions.

April 12 - Sustainable Gardening by Gillian Boyd
Gillian will share her experiences in making a colourful
self-sustaining garden that needs only basic maintenance and
provides interest and colour throughout the year. She will

tips and ideas.

next few years.

provide some valuable do’s and dont’s, show pictures, and share

April 19 - Organic Gardening by Rebecca Last
Rebecca will provide an overview of the philosophy and practice
of organic gardening. Topics include building healthy soils, crop
rotation, companion planting, and organic pest control.

April 26 - Roses by Edythe Falconer

Edythe’s presentation includes the pros and cons of various plant
choices, planting guidelines, pests, mulches, fertilizing, pruning,
and general rose garden maintenance. There will also be a special
photo gallery of roses developed by local hybridizer Dr. Neville
Arnold, whose collection is expected to be available in the

Building 72, Central Experimental Farm Fax:

—— The Friends of the Central Experimental Farm is a volunteer organization committed to the maintenance and protection of the
Ornamental Gardens and the Arboretum of the Central Experimental Farm in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. Membership in the
Friends of the Farm costs $25 per year for an individual and $45 per year for a family, $20 Seniors/Students. Membership fees
support the many projects of the Friends of the Farm.

The Newsletter (ISSN 1702-2762) is published four times a year (winter, spring, summer, fall) by Friends of the Central
Experimental Farm. All members receive the newsletter and it is sent either by regular mail or e-mail. Editor: Richard Hinchcliff.
[Tes anls e wa forrie | Assistant Editor: Mary Ann Smythe. Design & Printing: Nancy Poirier Printing. Contributors: Don Leger, Doug Shouldice.
Translators: Rhéal Gauthier, Diane Walsh.

Friends of the Farm

Ottawa, ON K1A 0C6 E-mail:

www.friendsofthefarm.ca

Telephone: (613) 230-3276
(613) 230-1238
info@friendsofthefarm.ca
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The Farm and its Friends

en you consider that the
Central Experimental Farm
(CEF) is 125 years old, the

Friends of the Farm at only 23 years of age
is a relative newcomer. As an open public
institution, the Farm has always had
friends - my family among them. When
my siblings and I were youngsters, my
parents regularly brought us to the Farm,
and when I was old enough to make the
trek on my own from old Ottawa South,
the Farm was a regular destination. The
Farm has also had many friends within
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC).

‘When Peter Elliott and Bob Cook got a
group of former AAFC employees together
with members of the general public in
1988 to form the Friends of the Farm,
there was a threat of losing at least some
part of the Ornamental Gardens and
Arboretum. Fortunately, the threat never
materialized, and as Friends’ volunteers
we have been privileged to be able to
contribute our time and energy to help
the dedicated CEF staff maintain the
Ornamental Gardens, Arboretum, and
other public areas of the Farm.

Over the years, the role of the Friends
of the Central Experimental Farm has
expanded. We assumed responsibility for
the Hosta garden and, with AAFC, are now

working on its reconstruction. We manage

the Shelterbelt along the Farm’s western
boundary at Merivale Road. We have been
trying to develop a sustainable project for
the 34 acres in the south east corner of
the Farm. Years ago, we helped with the
mapping of the trees on the Farm, and
more recently purchased a $12,000 GPS
system for the CEF staff so that they can
accurately and quickly map and identify all
trees, shrubs, and perennials throughout
the Farm and make them more accessible
to both the public and scientific
community. As a charitable organization,
we look to memberships, donations and
our public fundraising activities to support
our operations.

We assist the CEF staff and, in turn,
have the support and help of both the CEF
staff and AAFC. Individually, and as an
organization, the Friends advocate for the
Farm. Most of us have strong ties to the
Farm, and like true friends we want to
take care of the things we love. We do
that by helping to maintain, promote, and
protect the Central Experimental Farm -
a “national historic site and cultural
heritage landscape.” It’s a treasure in the
heart of Ottawa, and like all treasures,
it must be preserved and protected for
generations to come.

Doug Shouldice
Former President, Friends of the Farm.

Rain Barrel Sale — Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton

» Each barrel holds 220 litres; colours
black, grey or terra cotta.

* Comes with 1.2m overflow hose; filter
basket; overflow adapter and spigot.

e 1m tall and 0.6m diameter (approx.).
e Price $55.00 per barrel.
* Orders taken now for April 17, 2011,

pickup at Building 72, Central
Experimental Farm.

e Pay on-line at
www.rainbarrel.ca/ottawacarleton/

* To pay by cheque or cash, call
613-236-0034 for instructions or more
information.

How you can help ...

* Renew your membership or become
a member.

 Sign up to be a volunteer in the Gardens
or Arboretum next spring, help us in
the office, with events, on the Board of
Directors. There is lots to do!

* Make a charitable donation to Friends
of the Farm, or to specific Friends’
projects like the Merivale Shelterbelt
or the Hosta garden.

* Remember the Friends of the Farm
in your bequests and wills.

For more information, visit us at
Building 72 in the Arboretum or at
www.friendsofthefarm.ca,

contact info@friendsofthefarm.ca, or
call 613.230-3276.

Used Book
Drop-Offs

Do you have gently used
books looking for a new
home? If so, please
donate them to our June 2011 book sale.
Volunteers will accept your used books on
February 5 and March 26, 2011, from 10
am to 3 pm at Building 72 in the
Arboretum of the Central Experimental
Farm. Please note that we are unable to
accept magazines, encyclopedias,
dictionaries, Reader’s Digests or

text books.

Newsletters — by Canada Post
or Electronically?

Please advise the Friends’ office at

info@friendsofthefarm.ca or
613-230-3276 if you would prefer
to receive your newsletter
electronically, rather than
through Canada Post.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: POSTAL CODE:

PROVINCE:

TELEPHONE #:

FAX #:

E-MAIL:

INTEREST IN VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

YES O No

NEW MEMBER REGISTRATION FORM TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

FAMILY $45/year
ADULT $25/year
SENIOR/STUDENT $20/year
BASIC CORPORATE $250/year
NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION......ccocourvvirerrinnn $25/year
INDIVIDUAL LIFE $200
SENIOR COUPLE LIFE ......cccootiiiiieinniieniennens $250
DONATION S
TOTAL $

Please make cheque or money order payable to:
“Friends of the Farm.” A receipt for income tax
purposes will be issued for all donations of $10
or more.

We are located at Building 72 in the Arboretum.
You can visit us or mail this part of the form with
your payment to:

FRIENDS OF THE CENTRAL EXPERIMENTAL FARM
Building 72, Central Experimental Farm
Ottawa, ON K1A 0C6

Telephone: (613) 230-3276

Fax: (613)230-1238
Email: info@friendsofthefarm.ca
Website: www.friendsofthefarm.ca
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Canada’s Research Farm in the City

To the casual observer, the Central
Experimental Farm (CEF) appears
an oasis of pastoral tranquility set
amidst the bustle of central Ottawa. But
peel back that overlay and you’ll find
one of the most fascinating scientific
institutions Canada has to offer.

Canada’s research Farm in the city is
many things to many people. To the agri-
culture and food industries, it is home to
the world-class Eastern Cereal and Oilseed
Research Centre, which has made many
significant contributions to Canada’s agri-
food sector. To the federal public service,
it is the administrative headquarters for
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC).
To both visitors to and residents of the
nation’s capital, the Farm is appreciated
as a popular tourist destination, which
features the Canada Agriculture Museum
with its popular outreach programs,
displays and farm animals. To nature
lovers, it signifies peace and tranquility.
To gardeners, the Farm is the prized col-
lection of trees and shrubs, and beds of
roses, annuals and perennial flowers.

The CEF dates from 1886. Its founders
envisioned it as the core of a Canada-wide
system of experimental farms offering
solutions to farm production issues. It has
fulfilled that mandate and more. From an
initial five sites, this national network
has grown into a dynamic partnership of
19 sites with multiple locations, substations
and field sites in every province.

The CEF, with its long science history,
was designated by the Canadian Historical
Sites and Monuments Board in 1998 as a

“National Historic Site” for its many accom-
plishments in support of Canadian growth
and development.

Critical part of a national
research network

Dr. Marc Fortin, Assistant Deputy
Minister of the Research Branch, notes,
“The CEF with its cropping fields and
plots has played an essential part in many
research and development successes for
Canada. These included new cereals and
oilseeds such as wheat and soybean varieties
that are highly adapted to Canadian soils
and weather. These varieties have demon-
strated their value as they helped open
Canadian agriculture, particularly on the
Prairies during the 20th century. The CEF
with its research centre is a critical part of
our national network of research facilities.”

He adds, “The Farm also is home to the
Canadian national reference collections of
insects, plants, mushrooms and other
fungi, an invaluable asset to Canadian agri-
culture that provides critical information
to identify pests and invasive species.”

From biocontrol to bees -
diversity in research

Over its 125 years, the CEF has deliv-
ered many diverse science programs to
meet national needs and objectives.
Examples include research on soils and
development of the Canadian land inven-
tory and its associated agri-resource map-
ping; food and dairy products processing
technology; horticulture and ornamental
plant breeding; agriculture engineering
and farm mechanization systems; livestock

Topley Studio/Library and Archives Canada/PA-009193

‘Marquis’
by Charles Saunders

and poultry production; insect, plant,
weed and fungal identification and bio-
control methods; plant and animal pathol-
ogy, bacteriology and plant health; cereal
and forage crop production and utilization;
and even bee and honey research.

Work with ornamental flowers and
trees has left a lasting legacy - the
Dominion Arboretum and adjacent
Ornamental Gardens offer stunning evi-
dence of past AAFC research successes.
Scattered throughout the Farm are also
visual reminders of horticulture programs
with lilacs, flowering shrubs, roses and
shelterbelt hedges.

Popular outreach programs

A number of heritage research and
operational support buildings have been
redeveloped and are now home to popu-
lar outreach programs, including the
Canada Agriculture Museum (Heritage
Canada), the Fletcher Wildlife Garden
(Ottawa Field Naturalists), and the Friends
of the CEF.

Now well into its second century, the
CEF continues to address Canadian agri-
science and production challenges while
providing residents of and visitors to the
National Capital with a farm in the heart
of the city.

Congratulations to the CEF as it
approaches its 125th birthday on June 2,
2011.

Don Leger

Communications and Consultations
Branch, AAFC

A. Kellett//Library and Archives Canada/PA-137935

‘Pickanock’
by Isabella Preston
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Keeping History Alive

Like a true historian, Ginette is always on the lookout
for new material. She sometimes hunts through antique
shops for old Farm publications. Ginette is well-known
among Farm employees and volunteers. And it is easy to
see why: warm and engaging, Ginette’s enthusiasm for
the Farm is infectious. People stop by her office to leaf
through her collection, and to learn, first-hand, about the
Farm’s rich history. She is a delightful raconteur, eager
for her audience to learn about the Farm’s many break-
through scientific achievements and to enjoy and
appreciate the Farm’s stunning beauty and historical

significance.

Assembling her collection - on her own time - is a
labour of love. “The Farm was here before the city, the
she explains. “When you work
on the Farm, it is like being in the country - surrounded
by greenery and flowers. I feel privileged to work here,
and especially with so many dedicated employees and
scientists. The Farm is a special place, and I love the
history that goes with it.”

city was built around it,”

Ginette Lavergne-Roy

ost people spend their lunch hour
running errands or meeting with friends.
But not Ginette Lavergne-Roy. For nearly
a year, the administrative assistant at Central
Experimental Farm Integrated Services spent
her lunch hour poring through the archives, and
photocopying records, letters and photographs
for her “history books.”

Outside Ginette’s office near what was once
the front entrance of the original Neatby Building
sit two scrapbooks and a collection of old CEF
booklets. One scrapbook holds a history of the
Farm - filled with copies of old photographs,
documents, and letters. The other is a
photographic record of every building on the
Farm - some destroyed by fire or long since
demolished. In her collection is a poignant 1939
photo of Farm workers in front of the Saunders
Building - in full military uniform as they head off
to war. One of the oldest publications (1901) -
Results from the Trial Plots of Grain, Fodder
Corn, Field Roots and Potatoes - speaks to the
Farm’s history as a prominent research facility.
Another wonderful find is a letter by William
Saunders to a friend in 1888 - written with a bird
feather - telling of the different butterflies seen
on the Farm.

Mary Ann Smythe

Chrysanthemum Show, 1981
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M. A. Vachon,

Library and Archives Canada, DAP/15A-20
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