
 Friends of the Central Experimental Farm 
Amis de la Ferme expérimentale centrale 

 
Meeting of the Board of Directors 

1:30 pm, March 20, 2019 
Building 72, Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa 

 

PRESENT: Donna Pape, Blaine Marchand, Shirley Ewen, Eric Jones, Randy 
Taylor, Richard Hinchcliff, Jeannine Lewis 

 
REGRETS:  Judy Dodds, Matthew LaCompte, Deborah Higdon-LeBlond 

,   

AGENDA: MOVED by Blaine Marchand and SECONDED by Jeannine 
Lewis that the agenda be approved as amended.  CARRIED. 

 
MINUTES: MOVED by Donna Pape and seconded by Randy Taylor THAT 
the minutes of February 14, 2019 be approved as circulated. CARRIED. 

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Eric Jones 

 MOVED by Donna Pape and seconded by Shirley Ewen that the 

hours of work for Jenn Walker-Thompson remain at three days a 

week until it appears that this is not sufficient to accomplish the 
work load. CARRIED. 

 Donna will check to see how far Jenn Walker-Thompson has 

proceeded with scanning the minutes for the Board Meetings that are 
not available electronically. 

 Gardens Ottawa held a Symposium on March 16.  An on-line survey 
is available for comments. This organization is now incorporated and 

we need to consider if we want to appoint a representative from FCEF, 
if appropriate.  Blaine will check with the members of the Garden 
team to see if anyone is interested. 

 Gardens Promenade: The Lee Valley Bus will run again this summer 
on Saturdays to visit Gardens in the City for a cost of $25.  Bike and 

walking tours are also being planned. Garden experts are also being 
sought to host some of the tours. 

 Ottawa Hospital Campus Engagement Group met and discussed the 
RFP for the transportation plan.  Among concerns were the volume of 

traffic from the south and widening of Prince of Wales. Eric and 
Randy Taylor noted that AAFC had indicated that CEF roads were not 
to be used to access the Hospital, i.e. Maple Lane. All the Campus 

Engagement Group input will be considered in preparing a RFP. 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT/FINANCIAL ISSUES -  Randy Taylor 



 Randy directed our attention to the Balance Sheet. The auditors have 

pointed out that some of our assets are over-valued and he will adjust 
the items in future reports to reflect their true value. 

 MOVED BY Blaine Marchand and seconded by Richard Hinchcliff 

that the Treasurer’s Report for the end of February be accepted. 
CARRIED. 

 
AUDITOR’S REPORT – Randy Taylor 

 The auditors have pointed out that a few books cannot be accounted 
for. Some copies have been given as gifts. Jenn Thompson-Walker has 

been filling out the credit slips when books are purchased by credit.  
She will receive training so the inventory can be kept up-to-date. 

 Randy expressed his thanks to all who have provided information for 

this report, and the Board thanked Randy for all his work to gather all 
the required documents and reports. 

 Eric brought forward a question from the auditors about steps taken 
to counter the possibility of fraud and received input from the Board. 

 Randy will discuss the AGM presentation with reps from Baker-Tilly 
when the report is delivered. The Board expressed its preference for 

Randy to make the presentation as he will ensure that the 
presentation will be understood by all members. 

 
AGM – Eric Jones 

 Shirley to check with Michael Runtz to be sure he is set up for the 

AGM and if he needs any equipment. 

 Donna to look into refreshments. 

 Jenn Walker-Thompson will be asked to notify organizations and 

other people of the meeting, to increase attendance. 

 The draft AGM agenda was reviewed and amended. 

 
EVENTS – Donna Pape 

 Dan and Diane Roesky have agreed to be in charge of the book sorting 

after the book drop-off on October 19. 

 Jeannine Lewis still needs 8 to 10 boys to help move the books for the 

Book Sale, June 15 and 16. 

 Sue Kehoe has taken on the coordination of the Art in the Farm event, 

August 17, with a rain date of August 18, and is progressing well with 
sending out invitations to artists and vendors.  

 The Victorian Tea will be held on Saturday, July 20 with a rain date of 
July 21.  The signs will have to be revised. 

 The garden team leaders will be on-site for June Blooms, June 16.  
Blaine Marchand is to inquire if they want lunch or are willing to 

bring their own. 

 Fourteen vendors have been signed up so far for the Plant Sale, May 

12. 



 
 

MEMBERS – Shirley Ewen for Deborah Higdon-LeBlond 

 FCEF has 340 Members which is made up of 458 individuals.  The 

January membership mail out brought a final return of 35% of 
renewals. 

 
VOLUNTEERS- Donna Pape 

 Polly has contacted the garden volunteers to see which ones are 

coming back. 

 Several organizations with developmentally delayed individuals have 

been asking to join the garden teams.  Donna will interview each 
person, if accepted as garden team members, they will begin on a trial 

basis. A supervisor must attend with these individuals. 

 Blaine Marchand will check with the Garden team leaders regarding 

police checks. 

 The Bloom Time team will not be active this year. 

 
  NEW BUSINESS 

 Richard Hinchcliff has drafted a letter to indicate our support for the 
Bee City Proposal. This proposal is to educate people to plant varieties 

that will attract the bees. This group will be invited to set up a table at 
the Plant Sale.  

  Denise Kennedy has proposed a bus trip for summer 2020 to the 

Montreal Botanical Gardens, Reford Gardens, the N.B. Botanical 
Gardens and then to Parc Maria Victorin.  MOVED by Randy Taylor 

and seconded by Blaine Marchand that $200 be made available to 
Denise so she can visit Parc Maria Victorin and research hotels 
and restaurants in the Drummondville area. CARRIED. Randy 

Taylor expressed concern that the financial aspects of the tour be 
carried out according to CRA regulations and that HST be collected. We 

will need to include insurance for a bus trip for the 2020 year as this 
item is not included in our present insurance policy. 

 Safety in the basement – it has been pointed out that the shelves in the 

basement are not attached to the walls. To be discussed with AAFC 
staff.  

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – April 17, 2019 following the AGM 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 pm 
 

 
 

 

 



___________________________________  _____________________________ 
Eric Jones, President                               Shirley Ewen, Secretary                                   

 
 


