
Friends of the Central Experimental Farm 
Amis de la Ferme expérimentale centrale 

 
Meeting of the Board of Directors 

1:30 pm, January 15, 2019 
Building 72, Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa 

 
PRESENT:  Deborah Higdon-LeBlond, Richard Hinchcliff, Eric Jones, 
Donna Pape, Randy Taylor, Shirley Ewen.  
REGRETS:  Blaine Marchand. 
GUESTS: Dell Durnin, Susan Kehoe, Robert Stuart. 
 
AGENDA: MOVED by Richard Hinchcliff and SECONDED by Donna Pape 
THAT the agenda be adopted as presented. CARRIED. 

 
MINUTES: MOVED by Randy Taylor and SECONDED by Deborah 
Higdon-LeBlond THAT the minutes of December 18, 2019 meeting be 
approved as circulated. CARRIED. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Eric Jones 

● In response to their enquiry, Canadensis will be invited to make a 
presentation to the FCEF Board at a special meeting in 2020. Date to 
be announced. 

● A short biography and the topic of the presentation by Tina Lui is 
required for the Newsletter, the web page and Farm Notes.  Shirley 
Ewen will follow-up. 

● Volunteer Ottawa has sent an e-mail asking for names of volunteers 
who should be honoured. 

 
TREASURER'S REPORT/FINANCIAL ISSUES – Randy Taylor 

● Randy Taylor presented the Draft Financial Report for the end of year, 
2019. He will speak with the bank manager at Alterna Savings to see 
if he can get a better rate for our short term deposit due on January 
17 or wait until he sees a better rate. The insurance was paid on Dec 
31, 2019 for the 2020 year.  The fixed assets as garden tools and 
computers will be written off. Randy has asked everyone to check the 
monthly transaction sheets to make sure expenditures are recorded in 
the correct category and that no expenditures are missing. 

● MOVED by Randy Taylor and SECONDED by Richard Hinchcliff 
that the Draft Financial Report for end of year 2019 be accepted.  
CARRIED. 

● The Financial Review for 2019 will be done by Baker-Tilley.  Randy 
has provided the necessary documents and the review will begin on 
Feb. 12 which allows enough time to complete the review before the 
AGM on May 6, 2020. 

 
BENCHES  - Randy Taylor 

● Four more benches have been purchased and ordered. 
● The landscaping company has increased their price by $700 per 



bench for installation. Randy will get quotes from other companies. 
Randy has the specifications for the installation pad. 

●   The location for the benches will be decided in March/April and 
delivery of the benches will be in May/June. 

● A volunteer is required to take on this project.  Deborah Higdon-
LeBlond will look after the administration until someone comes 
forward. 

● The Board raised the possibility of more benches being purchased for 
installation in the fall of 2020 but we need to check on this with the 
supplier and set up a schedule. 

 
PROJECT PLANNING – Eric Jones 

● Robert Stuart will be coordinating with the Garden Promenade and 
Team Leaders for the garden tours.  He will provide a range of dates 
so tours can take advantage of plants in full bloom. 

● The healing/wellness garden plans are in the early conceptual stage 
and now the committee will develop an action plan for review.  When 
ready, this plan will be presented to the AAFC staff. 

● MOVED by Randy Taylor and SECONDED by Donna Pape that we 
provide $500 to the Tulip Festival as a Community Event 
Partner. CARRIED. 

● Other projects include printing brochures and translating the tour 
guide information into French (to be costed out later). 

 
MEMBERSHIP – Deborah Higdon-LeBlond 

● Deborah reported that memberships were unchanged, with 334 
memberships which includes 430 persons. 

 
EVENTS – Donna Pape 

● A suggestion has been made to give vendors at events, i.e. Plant Sale 
and Art on the Farm, a letter of thanks along with a signed copy of 
“Blooms”. Also, to have a couple of draws during these events and 
present the winners with a signed copy of “Blooms”. 

● A suggestion was made to modify this year’s Victorian Tea to make it 
a bit more informal; e.g. lunches would be prepared for those 
registered and could be picked up even if it was rainy. Guests would 
be encouraged to bring a blanket for their picnic. Prizes for the best 
costumes and Victorian games would be included. Donna will discuss 
with Polly McColl. 

 
NEW BUSINESS  

● An evaluation of the office manager was carried out a bit prior to her 
three month term. Those doing the evaluation were very satisfied with 
Julie Fletcher’s work.  The Board was pleased to hear this very 
positive report. MOVED by Deborah Higdon-LeBlond and 
SECONDED by Donna Pape that the salary for the office manager 
be increased by $1.00 per hour. CARRIED. 

● The deadline for articles for the spring Newsletter is the end of 
February. 



● MOVED by Donna Pape and SECONDED by Deborah Higdon-
LeBlond that we add Susan Kehoe to the Board of Directors as a 
Director at Large. CARRIED. 

 
NEXT MEETING – Will be held on February 19, 2020 at 1:30 pm. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 pm. 
 
 

 
 

___________________________________  _____________________________ 
Eric Jones, President                               Shirley Ewen, Secretary                                   


