
Friends of the Central Experimental Farm 
Amis de la Ferme expérimentale centrale 

 
Meeting of the Board of Directors 

1:30 pm, February 19, 2020 
Building 72, Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa 

 
PRESENT:  Eric Jones, Susan Kehoe, Blaine Marchand, Donna Pape, 
Randy Taylor  
REGRETS:  Shirley Ewen, Deborah Higdon-LeBlond, Richard Hinchcliff 
GUESTS:  Robert Stuart. 
 
AGENDA: MOVED by Randy Taylor and SECONDED by Donna Pape 
THAT the agenda be adopted as presented. CARRIED. 

 
MINUTES: MOVED by Donna Pape and SECONDED by Randy Taylor 
THAT the minutes of February 19, 2020 meeting be approved as 
circulated. CARRIED. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Eric Jones 

● Eric reported that the CEF Advisory Council visitor survey had been 
launched, and everyone was asked to help distribute it widely. 

● The AGM agenda was reviewed. 
● Eric noted he will be giving a presentation on the Arboretum to the 

Almonte Horticultural Society. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT/FINANCIAL ISSUES – Randy Taylor 

● Randy Taylor discussed the financial report, noting the need to 
consider how to invest available funds. He will consult on options and 
report back to the Board.  

● MOVED by Randy Taylor and SECONDED by Blaine Marchand 
that the Financial Report be accepted.  CARRIED. 

● The Financial Review for 2019 is underway by Baker-Tilley. 
 
OFFICE/BOARD Business – Donna Pape 
 

● Julie’s work week will be switched to Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 
at her request, then back to Monday/Wednesday/Friday during the 
winter months. Steps will be taken to ensure that the public will know 
about these changes. 

 
PROJECT PLANNING – Blaine Marchand 
 

● Blaine has taken steps to promote the Farm’s Liberation 75 tulip 
project, including a write-up for the Newsletter and website, and will 
follow up to see if a poster is available from the Tulip Festival, and 
with drafting a letter to the Minister.   

● The healing/wellness garden plans are in the early conceptual stage, 
and the next stages are being handled by Blaine and Susan. 



● Other projects related to garden tours are discussed under Garden 
Promenade (see below). 

● The next project planning meeting is scheduled for March 3 at 9:30 
a.m. 

 
CANADENSIS MEETING – Blaine Marchand 
 

● A group from Canadensis gave a presentation to some of the 
Directors and AAFC staff on February 3rd. The presentation was 
informative but it didn’t cover all aspects of the Master Plan which 
hasn’t yet been released. The Canadensis representatives said they 
would provide another presentation when ready. 

 
GARDEN PROMENADE – Robert Stuart 
 

● Rob reported on his meeting with Garden Promenade staff.   
● Follow-up items were discussed:  Rob will contact Garden Promenade 

to ask about more detail on the planned dates for their bus tours to 
the Farm.  Blaine will look into the possibility of having a speaker for 
the Friends at the upcoming Garden Symposium at the end of March.  
Rob and Donna will look into preparing a handout for visitors to the 
Gardens. 

● The Friends will also be looking for volunteers interested in taking 
part in a new Education Committee.  

 
VOLUNTEERS – Donna Pape 
 

● The Board concurred that it was necessary to have a team member 
(generally the leader) with Police Check clearance since we are 
continuing to have vulnerable individuals on the teams.  

● The Board is still looking for a replacement Team Leader for the 
Perennial Gardens. It was suggested that a shared approach to the 
leadership might make it easier to fill this position.  It was also noted 
that succession planning was important for all teams. 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS  

● It was noted that the Friends had yet to select a company to pour the 
slabs for benches this Spring.  Randy will discuss with Matthew.  The 
Friends also need to find someone to take over the Bench program 
administration.   
 

NEXT MEETING – Will be held on March 25, 2020 at 1:30 pm. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:20 pm. 
 
 
___________________________________  _____________________________ 
Eric Jones, President                               Shirley Ewen, Secretary                                   


