
Friends of the Central Experimental Farm 
Amis de la Ferme expérimentale centrale 

 
Virtual Meeting of the Board of Directors  

10:00 a.m., Dec. 16, 2020 
 

PRESENT:  Deborah Higdon-LeBlond, Richard Hinchcliff, Eric Jones, Randy 
Taylor, Shirley Ewen, Susan Kehoe, Robert Stuart, Donna Pape, Dell 
Durnin, Blaine Marchand 
GUEST: Patricia Jasen 
 
AGENDA:  

• MOVED by Susan Kehoe and SECONDED by Blaine 
MarchandTHAT the agenda be adopted. CARRIED. 

 
MINUTES:  

• MOVED by Donna Pape SECONDED by Richard Hinchcliff THAT 
the minutes of Novembermeeting be approved as circulated. 
CARRIED. 

 
UPDATE FROM AAFC – Jeremy 

• The FCEF Garden Volunteers were sorely missed this year and their 
work is recognized and appreciated. 

• AAFC staff performed the tasks that they were able to this year while 
following all the COVID restrictions and tried to spend equal time in 
each garden. 

• While plans were proceeding for the annuals, they are not sure how 
much will be possible next year. 

• Blaine will update the Garden Team leaders. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Eric  

• The Ottawa Hospital Campus Engagement Group has been affected by 
the changes in managing the new hospital project. They are reviewing 
the next steps. 

• The FCEF office will be closed from December 24 to January 4. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT/FINANCIAL ISSUES – Randy  

• Memberships are up, donations down but the donations for the non-
dinner were up.  

• MOVED by Randy Taylor and SECONDED by Rob Stuart THAT the 
Financial Report for Nov., 2020, be accepted.  CARRIED. 

• MOVED by Randy Taylor and SECONDED by Donna Pape THAT 
the 2021 Proposed Budget be APPROVED with the following 
changes: 

1. The expense budget for Benches be increased to $19,800 for the 
purchase and installation of 4 benches and plaques. 

2. Funding for the Book Project to include:  $15,000 from fundraising 
and $12,000 from the FCEF. 



3. Expenses related to the pamphlet for the Ornamental Garden in the 
amount of $1,500. 

4. To include the following estimated revenue and costs - $4,000 in 
revenues and $300 for advertising. CARRIED. 

 
PROJECTS AND FRIENDS- Eric  

• Bench Project – Five benches for a total of $35,000, were purchased 
this year; one was installed in 2020 and the remainder four to be 
ordered this December and will be installed in 2021.  

• New Fall event –Susan reported that the task force met on December 
9, 2020, with a representative from the Ottawa Glass Blowers 
Cooperative. The event will be held at the end of September or 
beginning of October in the Arboretum.  The Ottawa Glass Blowers 
Cooperative will be an anchor vendor and were asked to provide an 
inventory of 200 pumpkins. The event will be an outreach event to 
attract families and is expected to break even financially.  A variety of 
child friendly activities will be included. A budget and a MOU will be 
drawn up by mid-January so both parties will be aware of their 
responsibilities. 

• Book proposal– Richard presented an estimate from Rhubarb 
Graphics for designing and publishing the buildings book which 
included the estimate for the printing. A budget for the project was 
presented and was included in the 2021 budget as shown above. A 
MOU between Rhubarb Graphics and FCEFwill be drawn up in 
January and the projected date for completion of the book is Oct.1, 
2021. 

• Woodland improvement –AAFC staff carried out work as feasible this 
past season. 

• Garden tours – The pamphlet will be a 3 fold on 8 ½ by 14 inch 
paper. Deborah has designed a sample which includes a brief 
description of each garden plus a map. She will produce another with 
the information in point form to see if the information can be 
shortened. This brochure will be directed to those already visiting the 
Farm and wanting information about the beds. A second brochure 
could be drawn up to be placed in the tourist bureau and hotel 
lobbies to attract tourists to visit the site. The budget for the printing 
of the pamphlet is shown above in the 2021 budget. Expected date for 
printing is April, 2021. 

• The Tree book –Eric and Richard will meet in the new year to 
discuss. 

• Master Gardener lectures:  Lectures will be virtual and limited to one 
hour. Cost of lectures to be adjusted as lectures will be shorter. 

• Greeting Cards- Dell brought up possibility of the artist’s request for 
a CRA tax receipt for the paintings to be used for the greeting cards.  
As it is extremely difficult to determine the amounts for these receipts 
and the problems this would create, the Board has decided not to 
approach artists for paintings for the greeting cards. 
 

MEMBERSHIP –Deborah  



• 344 memberships including 427 people. There was a 44% return of 
recent requests for membership renewals.  
 

 
AGM 2021- Eric  

• Selection of speaker for the May 19, 2021 FCEF AGM will be decided 
at the January meeting. 
. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
• Plaque for the water feature to indicate the donors name – to request 

cost from the company that produces the plaques for the benches. 
• Deborah has received a request to store boxes of books in our area at 

Building 72.  Approved but they must be removed by May 1, 2020. 
• The Board wishes to let Julie know how much we appreciate her work 

and has noted the increase in sales of books and cards which is 
credited to her effort in improving the Farm Notes and our Facebook 
presence. 
 

NEXT MEETING  
• The next virtual FCEF Board meeting will be held on January 20, 

2021 at 10:00 am. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30. 
 

 
___________________________________  _____________________________ 
Eric Jones, President                               Shirley Ewen, Secretary       
 
 
 


