
 

 

Friends of the Central Experimental Farm 
Amis de la ferme expérimantale centrale 

 
Virtual Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday, May 19 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa 

 
Minutes 

 
ATTENDANCE 
In accordance with By-law #39.2, the members present constituted a quorum. 
Approximately fifty people were in attendance. 
 
CHAIRMAN AND SECRETARY 
Eric Jones, President, served as Chairman and Shirley Ewen, as Secretary. 
 
OPENING REMARKS 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m.  Eric Jones welcomed everyone and thanked them 
for their attendance. He asked that only members vote and to do so by raising their hand if they 
did not agree with the motion. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 MOVED by Shirley Ewen and Seconded by Donna Pape THAT the agenda be approved 
as presented. CARRIED. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
MOVED by Blaine Marchand and Seconded by Randy Taylor THAT the Minutes of Annual 
General Meeting onSeptember 16, 2020, be approved.CARRIED. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Eric reported that the Friends have been unable to hold any events or volunteer in the gardens 
due to COVID restrictions. Several projects are underway including a new book, a pamphlet for 
visitors to the Ornamental Gardens, four benches to be installed in the Arboretum, and a 
potential new event scheduled for the fall. He mentioned the recent study of visitors to the Farm 
and noted that there had been a big increase in numbers since COVID. He presented a 
schematic diagram of the new Ottawa Hospital to be located on the Farm and drew attention to 
a few features of the design features. Anyone with comments or questions should forward them 
to a Board member or info@friendsofthefarm.ca. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Randy Taylor presented a summary of the Financial Review carried out by Baker Tilly. They 
have given a qualified conclusion that all is satisfactory. 
 
MOVED by Randy Taylor and Seconded by Deborah Higdon-LeBlond THAT the FCEF 
2020 Unaudited Financial Statements be accepted.CARRIED. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF THE 2021 AUDITORS - MOVED by Randy Taylor and Seconded by 
Shirley Ewen THAT Baker Tilly be appointed to perform a financial review of our 2021 
accounts.CARRIED. 



 

 

 
REMARKS BY RILEY BROCKINGTON, Councillor for River Ward 
Riley thanked the Friends of the Farm volunteers and board members for their work in making 
the Central Experimental Farm a beautiful place to visit.  He noted that public consultations on 
the new Ottawa Hospital would take place in 2021 and 2022. He also mentioned the south 
Baseline Rapid Transit Line, which will be an express route from Billings Bridge to Bayshore, is 
still in the plans; there is no funding at the present time but the council will be working on the 
design phase this year. He responded to a question regarding bus service to the Farm. 
 
ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS 
 
MOVED BY Richard Hinchcliffand seconded by Donna Pape THAT Eric Jones and 
Deborah Higdon-LeBland,whose terms expire this year,be elected to the Board of 
Directors to serve a 3-year term ending 2024. CARRIED. 
 
The Board will also include returning Directors Donna Pape, Richard Hinchcliff Shirley Ewen, 
Blaine Marchand, Randy Taylor, Dell Durnin, Rob Stuart, and Susan Kehoe. 
 
MOVED BY Rob Stuart and seconded by Deborah Higdon-LeBlond THAT the Board be 
granted the power to add additional Board members as appropriate prior to the 2022 
AGM.CARRIED. 
 
GUEST SPEAKER 
Sarah Shapiro, Horticultural Therapist at the Perley and Rideau Health Centre was the guest 
speaker. The title of her presentation was Horticultural Therapy: Connecting with Nature. Sarah 
explained what a Horticultural Therapist is and gave a very informative presentation on her 
activities and how she interacts with the clients at the Perley and Rideau Health Centre. The 
Friends extend sincere thanks to Sarah for a very informative presentation. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm. 
 
 
_____________________________________                 ___________________________ 
Eric Jones, Acting President                                   Shirley Ewen, Secretary 
 


